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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ <

This year the Pastoral Team has sought our Lord Jesus Christ’s help to be loving, wise, and faithful
shepherds to His flock here at CCCTO. We began the year with great hope that we would see new
pathways of service and witness for our Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, He has given us many opportunities
to do this, but in ways we never could have imagined.

With Covid-19 we had to consider how best to serve the church and community. Although we had
many hopeful plans for outreach and fellowship, we cancelled all in-person gatherings for the health
and well-being of everyone. All of our Sunday services, fellowships and meetings began to meet
virtually. Although we miss seeing everyone, we are grateful that we have still been able to express our
faith, worship and serve our Lord, and bear witness to for Him.

We have sought to build up the body of Christ. A few of the highlights for us in 2020 have been:

e To serve with our new elders Steve Yao and Mitch Hsu. Together we enjoy our fellowship
and ministry for the whole church, and we experience love, joy, and unity amongst ourselves.

e To call and install Jacy Yu as our new youth director. We are very proud of her faithfulness
and diligence in serving our Lord. (We continue to search for a new children’s director since
Jacy’s main role is to lead our youth.)

e To search and interview potential candidates for the Mandarin ministry pastoral position.
With our first candidate, we worked long and diligently, praying for discernment of the Lord’s
will. And though it was difficult, every elder believed that this candidate was not the right fit for
our church. We are so grateful to God, for then providing us with our current candidate, Pastor
Ming Li. And we continue to fellowship with him as we seek God’s will for him and our
church. Throughout this time with both candidates, we have experienced sincere unity and
support the process of seeking a new pastor. For all of this we know it is the Holy Spirit
working, and we thank and praise God!

e To work with Pastor Youping Wang to arrange a thoughtful plan for his retirement, at the
end of this year, and also create a wise succession plan of the leadership team for the next few
years. We will miss Pastor Youping as a part of the PT, but we praise the Lord that he will
remain in our congregation as an active member, especially in missions.

We have also sought to give support and encouragement to our two faithful ministers: Sonia Renzi
and Paul Tian. We can see God’s hand working in the Cantonese Ministry as minister Sonia works hard
to lead, preach, teach and shepherd the congregation. Minister Paul has provided strong leadership in
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regards to the development of the technology needed for all three congregations live-streaming. We are

especially grateful for his wisdom, teaching, and love for the Lord.

We have also faced issues where we were (are) uncertain and have not fulfilled what we hoped for:
There have been problems in the church we planted in Palau. To help them, we met with elder Wen Hu
to propose means for renewed vision and healthier leaderships, which he and pastor Youping delivered
to them. We have not progressed with the Great Oaks Christian Ministry (GOCM) as we hoped in
regards to church planting and community care. And each of us personally have had to face our own
weaknesses, but we have tried to be honest with the Lord and one another — seeking to build each other
up and pray for one another. These humble us to remind us of our dependence on the Lord for all
things. We also ask for your prayers as we seek God’s wisdom to address our concerns.

This year has indeed shown us all that this world is filled with difficulties, division, and darkness.
As His Church we are to be His light to those around us. God charges us with these practical and
piercing words: Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and
pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars
in the universe as you hold out the word of life... Philippians 2:14-16. 1t is our intent and goal to have
CCCTO be blameless and pure and shine like stars... as we hold out God’s word of life.

Your servants for the sake of Jesus Christ and His Kingdom,

Elder Meisheng Jiang
Elder David Fang
Elder Steve Yao
Elder Mitch Hsu
Pastor Youping Wang
Pastor Curtis Lowe
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