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Ji Ma’s Testimony

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Peace in Christ!

My name is Ji Ma. I grew up in an atheist environment in mainland China, and took pride in self-
accomplishment before I believed in Christ. My family moved to Thousand Oaks in 2000 and we
found out there was a Chinese church nearby after our neighbors preached the Gospel to my wife
Shu Ping. Our eldest son was only a few months old at the time, and Shu Ping decided to check
out CCCTO. I did not object and went along every Sunday, but I thought at the time that religion
in general was just spiritual fantasy to make people feel good. Thanks to God, He did not let my
pride and bias blocking my ears and eyes. I met several Christians at CCCTO, they were all
perfectly normal, educated with sound reasoning. Many were very talented, and all of them were
very humble. So I began to listen and think seriously at the Good News Sunday class for seekers.
Soon I was convinced that there is God and He created everything, I no longer resisted the reality
of sins. Pride and greedy, those were obvious manifestations of the sins. I prayed to God in
Jesus’s name earnestly the first time when sudden unplanned events occurred during my mom’s
journey to US. That started my spiritual journey of not only knowing God in Bible but also
experiencing God in real life. Soon I repented and accepted Jesus as my personal savior and was
baptized at CCCTO on March 4, 2001. My wife Shu Ping was baptized at CCCTO on December
3, 2000.

My inner life and everyday life changed after I became a Christian. In the past, I solely depended
on my self-abilities, now I depend on God and ask the Lord for directions more and more.
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Previously I would argue with my wife trying to prove myself and would resist apologizing
sincerely, now it appears that the Lord has given me new viewpoint and humility to see truly -
how much Shu Ping has done for me and for the family and my lacking and shortcomings in
contrast. Praise the Lord, He led us gradually got involved in serving at fellowship and at the
church, and God’s grace continued to pour in our family. My mom, Shu Ping’s parents and our
two children subsequently believed in Christ and were baptized at CCCTO.

In December 2020, I accepted the invitation to join the elders training class that would last for
more than a year and half, thinking only to better equip myself. I knew at the time the enormous
responsibilities of an elder as well as my lack of spiritual capabilities and trainings. But more
importantly, I did not know at the time if God called me out to serve as an elder. As the class
went on, I learned that the responsibilities of an elder were a lot more than what I had known,
which is to protect, feed, lead and care for the flocks. I also got a good chance to reflect and
became more aware of my own shortcomings in spiritual leadership qualities when we had
focused discussions on “Spiritual Leadership” book by J. Oswald Sanders. I started giving
reasons and excuses to myself and was even telling my wife Shu Ping why I should not be an
elder. And in small group discussions at the training class, I would ask from time to time the
similar question, how do you know whether it is God’s calling or just men’s ideas? Looking
back now, I realize this is part of God’s answer to my question. In September 2021, my attitude
had a sharp 180-degree turn. I no longer struggled with the calling question, I was at peace with
all the possible challenges an elder would face. The contrast of my attitude change was so big, I
concluded it was God’s answer for my stubborn question. Not too long after, I shared this with
my wife and Pastor Ming. If it is indeed God’s calling, we will be able to face any future
challenges with trust and peace. We will get the answer and confirmation through the
examinations and feedbacks from the pastoral team, the coworkers, and the brothers and sisters.
Regardless, we will continue to serve at CCCTO with the roles God prepared us for His church,
with joy, with humility and without complain.

And finally, I would like to share with you the following Bible verses from 1 Corinthians 1:30-
31: %It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from
God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 3! Therefore, as it is written:
“Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
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