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2024 Year End Message
From the Pastoral Team to All CCCTO Active Members November 3, 2024

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As 2024 comes to a close, let us reflect together with thankful hearts what God has done for us, and
look ahead how we may better serve the Lord in the new year.

This is what Apostle Paul prayed for in Romans 15:5-6: May the God who gives endurance and
encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with
one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Church unity, exemplified by the Pastoral Team with the same attitude of mind and one voice, is
pleasing to God, and has been a lasting prayer from many brothers and sisters. It is also a goal the
Pastoral Team (PT) strives toward. Praise the Lord, Pastor Tim Ip started shepherding English Ministry
since December 2023; Elder Mitch Hsu established the church 401K plan for all full-time staff prior to
moving away in mid 2024. Through serving, Pastors and Elders worked together to better understand
each other and put aside our own ideas and ambitions to focus on what’s best for the church. Christ
centered, obedient to Holy Spirit’s leading, PT intends to speak with a unified voice to guide church
decisions spiritually, with the goal of glorifying God and edifying people. For we are convinced, God is
the sovereign source of our church and spiritual life growth. Every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights.

2024 continues to be a year that we learn to be obedient and persevere in our faith. The Children
Ministry Director position remains unfilled, and we are still searching for a Youth Director and
Cantonese Minister. This year’s Awana was canceled again despite all the prayers. Nevertheless, we
still trust the Lord “that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) Praise the Lord, more people are joining to serve at
Children’s Sunday School with key coworkers stepping up to lead and coordinate, paving the way to
better support the future Children Ministry Director. We also start to see young Christians coming back
to help leading the Youth Ministry. Some brothers and sisters are even starting to plan next year’s
Awana well ahead of time. Let us continue to pray earnestly for God’s provision.

You are encouraged to attend the General Assembly meeting where more detailed updates on various
ministries will be provided. PT’s visions for the church continue to be:
e Evangelize in Thousand Oaks and nearby areas, especially towards young generation and young
professional families.
e Encourage mentorship to shepherd and cultivate our younger generation to be CCCTO future
coworkers.
e Grow in spiritual life by strengthening members’ faith via worship, sermon and Sunday school
teaching, we all are leading by examples.

Following this year’s church theme “The Righteous shall Live by Faith”, PT has determined the church
theme for 2025: “Jesus: The Founder and Perfecter of our Faith (Hebrews 12:2)”. Let us remain true to
the Lord with all our hearts in the upcoming new year. May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Your servants in Jesus Christ,

Pastors — Tim Ip, Ming Li Elders - Wayne Chen, Ji Ma, Steve Yao
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